Feature

Feature

A Brief
History
A
Brief
History

November 2013
A $48,000 gift from philanthropist Jane Hagelstein, a
$30,000 grant from the Community Foundation for
Southwest Washington and other donations make
it possible to remodel a space in the Penguin Union
Building for a Veterans Resource Center.

May 2013

Clark College President Robert K. Knight makes
one of the most significant announcements in
the college’s 80-year history during an annual
donor recognition gala: the public launch of its
largest comprehensive campaign. Knight and Jan
Oliva, campaign co-chair, report that $17 million
has already been raised toward the $20 million
goal for the Ensuring a Bright Future: Campaign
for Clark College.
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July 2012
January 2012
Penguin Promise—a partnership of Clark
College, Clark College Foundation and the
Boys & Girls Clubs of Southwest Washington—
is announced. The scholarship program
provides a path for members of the Boys &
Girls Clubs to receive their higher education
at Clark College. The foundation commits
to raising a $3.5 million endowment for the
program’s long-term success.

January 2009
The silent phase of Ensuring a Bright Future:
Campaign for Clark College begins. The goal
is to raise $20 million in private support for
program excellence. The campaign begins
amidst the Great Recession, which changes
the economic reality for America.
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Clark College Foundation is tapped for the prestigious Educational
Fundraising Award by the Council for Advancement and Support of
Education (CASE). Clark is one of three public, two-year colleges in
the nation chosen. Other institutions include Harvard, Stanford, Yale
and Princeton.

December 2012
Columbia Credit Union
provides a $65,000
gift to enhance the
college’s Pharmacy
Technician program.
A new simulation
pharmacy is built and
lab equipment and
supplies are added. The
program had recently moved to a Clark College-owned building at
Washington State University Vancouver, which required a significant
investment to remodel the 500-square-foot area. The Columbia
Credit Union Simulation Pharmacy integrates training for nursing,
pharmacy and phlebotomy students, ensuring that students are
prepared for high-demand health care jobs.
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Bill and Jeanne Firstenburg appear before hundreds of
graduates bedecked in their caps and gowns during
Clark’s 76th commencement ceremony and announce
that the Firstenburg Foundation is donating $1.5 million
to the college’s Dental Hygiene program. The gift increases
the number of patient chairs in the teaching clinic, adds
paperless charting, an advanced radiology suite and meets
federal patient privacy requirements. This is the thirdlargest single gift in the college’s history.

2013
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M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust provides
a $250,000 grant for modern dental
equipment for the college’s Firstenburg
Family Dental Hygiene Education & Care
Center. New items include instructional
cameras, workstation computers,
radiology computers, patient privacy
materials and vacuum systems.

June 2012

2012

2008

A feasibility study concludes that
Clark needs new capital in order
to strengthen its ability to broaden
access to education and meet regional
economic and workforce training
needs. It finds the public has a 95
percent favorable impression of Clark
College. The response overwhelmingly
declares that the need for more
resources is immediate.

2011

October 2008

Oliva Family Early Learning Center breaks ground on
September 13, 2010, following a sing-along called
“The Slimy Worm Song” by Clark College’s Early
Learning students. The $2.5 million facility built
during Phase I includes classrooms, art space, learning
kitchen, multi-purpose fireplace room, Little Penguins’
Gardens and an adherence to state safety and energy
codes. The public/private collaboration consists of
$1 million from the state of Washington and more
than $1.5 million from Steve and Jan Oliva, Kitty
Welsh and the Nutter Foundation.
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July 2013
Clark College Alumni Association reaches a $100,000
endowment goal to fund annual scholarships.

September 2013
Actor and Clark
alumnus Sam Elliott
provides a voice tag
for Clark College
Foundation’s local
commercials to
enhance awareness
of the campaign for
Clark College.

December 2013

June 2014

More than $715,000 on a $1.3 million goal has been
committed toward science, technology, engineering
and mathematics (STEM). Clark will break ground on a
new STEM building in 2014. The college is part of the
Innovative Partnership Zone—regions designated by
the Washington State Legislature to work together to
market and grow digital technology.

We celebrate the success
of Ensuring a Bright Future:
Campaign for Clark College.
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